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Mangals and Hanis as a sign of what we shall do unto them/
Then they took three pigeons, and the first they left entire, and
the second they plucked of Its wing-feathers alone; but on the
third they left not a" feather and moreover they cut off its head
and feet; and they sent a messenger with them, who said to
the elders of the Mangals and Hanis, ' The Lord is wroth with
you, for you have treated his Pir scornfully, and he has delivered
you into our hands; if ye rise and flee, even as this pigeon, ye
shall be safe; if ye remain, ye shall be maimed even as this one
and if ye resist, ye shall be destroyed even as this one.' Then
the Mangals and Hanis feared exceedingly and it happened unto
them as unto the pigeons."
Iii the Middle Ages, it became a valley of rest and
ease to foreign hordes on their march from Ghazni to
India; and all those vile concomitants of moving armies,
" pimps, panders, harpies and whores ", made it a centre
, of their nefarious activities, leaving behind a tradition
that has not become altogether extinct yet. A proper
appreciation of this historical background is necessary to
understand clearly the phenomenon of trans-border kid-
nappings and raids.
The talk with the Khudai Khidmatgar officers at
Bannu was one of the most important during the tour. In
it Gandhiji explained the difference between non-violence
of the strong and non-violence of the weak and the
difference between constructive work, taken up as a
philanthropic activity or as a political expedient, and con-
structive work linked to non-violence, when it becomes an
emancipative force with tremendous potency. He re-
called how the movement of non-violence was launched in
India. Millions at that time felt that they would not be
able to fight the British Government with the sword as
the latter was infinitely better armed. He told them that
even if they went forth to fight, sword in hand, they had
to be ready to face death. If the sword broke in their
hand, death would be a certainty. Why should not they
then learn the art of dying without killing and pit against
the enemy the strength of their spirit ? The Government
might imprison them or confiscate their property or even
kill them. What did it matter? The argument went
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